PRELIMINARY COURSE DESCRIPTION

	Code of course: BMI-LOTD17-202E.02  BMA-LOTD17-202.02 BBN-FIL-311/a BMA-FILD-311/a

	Title of course: Introduction to Philosophy of Language (Beginners’ course)

	Lecturer: Zsófia Zvolenszky, full professor, Department of Logic, Institute of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities, Eötvös Loránd University
Contact information: zvolenszky@nyu.edu, messaging on whatsapp at +36308522531, website: phil.elte.hu/zvolenszky

	This is an asynchronous online course for Fall 2020 originally posted for meeting times on Wednesdays at 14:00-15:30. We will have optional hybrid consultations online (via a Zoom-link and in Zoom Rooms) and in-person (to the extent allowed by the pandemic situation over the course of the semester) on Wednesdays at 14:00-15:30. The course readings, materials, discussion will be available on Canvas. The course begins on the week of September 14, with the first consultation time on Wednesday, September 16 at 14:00 (a Zoom link will be provided). If in-person meeting is also possible, then those choosing to meet us in person can join at the Logic Department on the 2nd floor of Building i at ELTE’s Humanities Campus (also called Trefort Campus, at the Astoria underground stop, accessible from Múzeum körút); joining the consultation by Zoom is always an option for students.  Further online materials, including a detailed syllabus, is being uploaded to Canvas, many thanks for your patience during the setup process.
If interested in the course or have questions in the meantime, please message the instructor at zvolenszky@nyu.edu, or on whatsapp at +36308522531.
General aim of the course: 

Introductory course into philosophy of language for students without prior background in philosophy or logic. 

Content of the course:

Our words, sentences are about—refer to—things in the world: objects, people, events. Plausibly, the meanings of expressions play a central role in explaining this referential feature: for example, it is in virtue of the meaning of the word ’horse’ that it refers to horses. But what exactly does this role played by meaning consist in? The answer is not at all straightforward. Consider these two sentences:

Joanne K. Rowling is a famous novelist. 

Robert Galbraith is a famous novelist.

How does the meaning of the first sentence differ from the meaning of the second? After all, both are about the same individual: who is called Joanne K. Rowling but has become famous as J. K. Rowling, also writing under the pseudonym ‘Robert Galbraith’. Yet—according to Gottlob Frege—the two sentences cannot have the same meaning because someone may rationally believe one (the first, say), without believing the other. This is what Frege’s “puzzle” consists in, providing the starting point for 20th-century philosophy of language. In the seminar, our aim is to gain a greater understanding of the nature of meaning, and its relation to reference, truth, communication.
The aim of the course is to review and discuss central issues in philosophy of language based on influential primary and secondary texts.
· Frege on sense and reference, on proper names and definite descriptions

· Russell and Strawson on definite descriptions

· Kripke on proper names

· Kripke and Putnam on natural kind terms

· Context-sensitive expressions

· Quine on analyticity

· Grice on meaning

· Austin and Searle on speech acts

· Grice on communication

· Applications of Grice, Frege, Strawson: for example, pejorative language use

Grading criteria, specific requirements:

This course is a seminar with class discussion, student presentations, short quizzes and short writing assignments. 

Required reading:

Alongside seminal texts in the philosophy of language (by Austin, Frege, Grice, Kripke, Quine, Strawson, Searle, Putnam), and a recent survey article on racism in language use (by Langton, Haslanger and Anderson), another functions as a “textbook”: 
W. Lycan 2008: Philosophy of Language: A Contemporary Introduction, 2nd edition. London: Routledge. 

Seminal texts (by Austin, Frege, Grice, Kripke, Quine, Strawson, Searle, Putnam) can be found in the following anthology: P. Martinich and D. Sosa (eds.) 2012: The Philosophy of Language, 6th edition. Oxford: OUP. (Previous editions are ok, except for Frege’s “Sense and Reference”, which appears in a different translation in earlier editions.) 

Langton–Haslanger–Anderson’s survey article “Language and Race” can be found in the following anthology of essays: G. Russell and D. G. Fara (eds.) 2012: Routledge Companion to the Philosophy of Language. New York: Routledge. 




