PRELIMINARY COURSE DESCRIPTION

	Code of course: BMI-LOTD17-202E.01, BMI-LOTD-412E.03 BMA-LOTD17-202.01 BMA-LOTD-412.03 BMA-FILD-311/b BBN-FIL-311/b

	Title of course: Intensive Introduction to Philosophy of Language, for Logicians (also as Theories of Meaning)

	Lecturer: Zsófia Zvolenszky, full professor, Department of Logic, Institute of Philosophy, Faculty of Humanities, Eötvös Loránd University

Contact information: zvolenszky@nyu.edu, messaging on whatsapp at +36308522531, website: phil.elte.hu/zvolenszky

	This is an asynchronous online course for Fall 2020 originally posted for meeting times on Wednesdays at 12:00-13:30. We will have optional hybrid consultations online (via a Zoom-link and in Zoom Rooms) and in-person (to the extent allowed by the pandemic situation over the course of the semester) on Wednesdays at 12:00-13:30. The course readings, materials, discussion will be available on Canvas. The course begins on the week of September 14, with the first consultation time on Wednesday, September 16 at 12:00 (a Zoom link will be provided). If in-person meeting is also possible, then those choosing to meet us in person can join at the Logic Department on the 2nd floor of Building i at ELTE’s Humanities Campus (also called Trefort Campus, at the Astoria underground stop, accessible from Múzeum körút); joining the consultation by Zoom is always an option for students.  Further online materials, including a detailed syllabus, is being uploaded to Canvas, many thanks for your patience during the setup process.

If interested in the course or have questions in the meantime, please message the instructor at zvolenszky@nyu.edu, or on whatsapp at +36308522531.
General aim of the course: 

This course provides a speedier, advanced introduction to philosophy of language. Intended for students who have already taken at least one course in logic or linguistics. For students with an interest in logic and linguistics. 

Content of the course:

This is a reading-focused course about philosophical issues about linguistic meaning and communication. We’ll be reading and discussing a new, 2019, textbook, Philosophy of Language, written by Zoltán Gendler Szabó and Richmond H. Thomasson. 

I. Philosophy of Semantics:

Frege and Tarski

Compositionality

Reference and Quantification

Tense and Modality

Intentionality

II. Philosophy of Pragmatics:

Austin and Grice

Context and Content

Common Ground and Conversational Update

Implicature and Figurative Speech

Assertion and Other Speech Acts

III. Meaning as a Philosophical Problem

Meaning and Use

Externalism and Internalism
Grading criteria, specific requirements:

This course is a seminar with class discussion, student presentations and short writing assignments. 

Required reading:

Zoltán Gendler Szabó and Richmond H. Thomasson 2019. Philosophy of Language (Cambridge Textbooks in Linguistics). Cambridge UP. 


