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	General aim of the course and the contents:
The course is a case study on one of the most fundamental and influential principles of modern physics, the Principle of Relativity. After a short review on the history of the principle, from the famous passage in Galileo's Dialogue through Einstein's 1905 paper to the contemporary texts, we will consider a typical textbook formulation of the principle: “The laws of physics have the same form in all inertial frames of reference.” The core part of the lecture course will be a word-by-word analysis of this single sentence. It will be seen that the actual statement is not at all simple and obvious. We will encounter several difficulties to be resolved, and our final analysis will conclude that some of the problems remain unanswered, and the universal validity of the principle, at least in a few peculiar situations, is questionable. Finally, we will deal with the general epistemological status of the Relativity Principle and its friends (like the Cosmological Principle). It will be seen that there is a tension between these principles and the operational foundations of physical concepts. In fact, it will be argued, there is no objective knowledge of the world without the perspectival elements of our experiences.
Grading criteria, specific requirements:
Oral exam from the material of the lectures. Video records and the slides of the lectures will be available.
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