	subject title
	Meaning and Reference

	course numbers within the curriculum 
	N7

	prerequisites
	Classical first-order logic
	credit
	4

	subject supervisor
	László Kálmán

	instructor(s)
	László Kálmán, Zsófia Zvolenszky, András Máté

	brief description of the material to be covered:
Our words, sentences are about—refer to—things, people and events in the world. It woudl seem natural to expect that the meanings of words and sentences play a role in this. But finding an adequate account of how that works is no tat all easy. Consider the following two sentences: 

Marylin Monroe bleached her hair. 

Norma Jeane Baker bleached her hair. 

How is the meaning of the first claim different from that of the second? After all, both are about the very same individual: Norma Jeane Baker, who later became famous under the name “Marylin Monroe”. We therefore cannot identify the meaning of a proper name with its referent. This is raised in Frege’s puzzle, which is the starting point of 20th-century analytic philosophy. Besides proper names, we will examine other expressions that raise similar problems that have to do with the relation between meaning and reference: these include definite descriptions (for example, “The lead actress in ‘Gentlemen Prefer Blonds’”) and natural kind terms (for example, ‘gold’ and ‘thrush’).

	required/recommended reading (lecture notes, textbook); list of 3-5 central readings:
Monograph:

Saul Kripke, Naming and Necessity. Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1980.

Anthologies:

Ludlow, Peter (ed.): Readings in the Philosophy of Language. Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1997. 

Martinich A. P. (ed.): The Philosophy of Language, 4. kiadás. New York: Oxford University Press, 2001. (5th edition 2008.)

	skills, abilities learned: 
Working through the reading materials is intended to hone general analytic skills: critical assessment and analysis of the English-language literature; preparing outlines and oral presentations; writing argumentative papers.  


