	subject title
	Basic Problems of Metaphysics 

	course numbers within the curriculum 
	T5

	prerequisites
	Contemporary Metaphysics
	credit
	4

	subject supervisor
	János Tőzsér

	instructor(s)
	András Máté, Péter Mekis, János Tőzsér

	brief description of the material to be covered:
The course offers an introduction to some widely disputed problems of contemporary metaphysics and their connections with logic and the philosophy of science. The starting point will be the realism-anti-realism dichotomy. Each problem will be studied via seminar papers presenting at least two conflicting positions. Main topics: realism-anti-realism and the Principle of Bivalence; metaphysical and internal realism; universals; natural laws and causality; mathematical objects; time, the reality of the future, objects in time; necessity, contingency and possible worlds; determinism and free will.  



	required/recommended reading (lecture notes, textbook); list of 3-5 central readings:
Kim, Jaegwon and Ernest Sosa (eds.), A Companion to Metaphysics, Oxford: Blackwell, 1995

Dummett, Michael, The Logical Basis of Metaphysics, Cambridge (Mass.): Harvard University Press, 1991. 

Crane, Tim and Katalin Farkas (eds.), Metaphysics, A Guide and Anthology, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004.

Lewis, David, The Plurality of Worlds

Laurence, Stephen and Cynthia Macdonald (eds.) Contemporary Readings in the Foundations of Metaphysics, Oxford: Blackwell,1998.

	skills, abilities learned: Knowledge of the most importnat debates in contemporary metaphysics, analysis and assessment of philosophical arguments. 


