	subject title
	Science and Metaphysics

	course numbers within the curriculum
	T6

	prerequisites
	Basic problems of metaphysics
	credit
	4

	subject supervisor
	László E. Szabó 

	instructor(s)
	László E. Szabó, András Máté 

	brief description of the material to be covered:

The aim of the course is to clarify the role of scientific knowledge (formal sciences included) in contemporary metaphysics and in theoretical philosophy in general; and to review the most important issues common to both contemporary analytical philosophy and scientific discourse. The main topics include: events and entities; time; space; particulars; universals; properties;  supervenience and reduction; similarity; identity; realism/anti-realism; abstract entities; aprioricity; necessity; contingency; laws of nature; determinism/indeterminism; modal realism; causality; persistence; personal identity; free will; agency.

	required/recommended reading (lecture notes, textbook); list of 3-5 central readings:
D. M. Armstrong: A world of states of affairs, Cambridge University Press, 1997.

H. Putnam: Representation and Reality, The MIT Press, 1991.

W. V. Quine: Theories and Things, Harvard University Press, 1981.


	skills, abilities learned: 


