	subject title
	Max Weber  and the Methodology of Social Sciences

	course numbers within the curriculum
	TT1

	prerequisites
	Introduction into the Philosohy of Social Science
	credit
	4

	subject supervisor
	Ágnes Erdélyi

	instructor(s)
	Ágnes Erdélyi, Imre Orthmayr

	brief description of the material to be covered: 
The course presents Weber’s methodological view, focusing on the following themes:
· against naturalism and holism (historical context, early debates), 

· methodological individualism,

· singular causal analysis (objective probability and adequate causation),
· objectivity and value-neutrality
· ideal types

· interpretation and causal analysis (interpretive sociology)

· value-neutrality again (methodology and beyond)


	required/recommended reading (lecture notes, textbook); list of 3-5 central readings:
Max Weber: The Methodology of Social Sciences. (Transl. and ed. by Edward A. Shils and Henry A. Finch), NY, 1949.  
Max Weber: Economy and Society. (Transl. and ed. By Guenther Roth and Claus Wittich), NY 1968.  
Fritz Ringer: Max Weber’s Methodology. Cambridge Mass. – London, 1997.

Scott Gordon: The History and Philosophy of Social Science. London and NY, 1991.

	skills, abilities learned:  
Because of the far reaching influence of Weber’s methodological views, closely related to his substantive work in sociology, the course provides a good introduction both into contemporary debates about the methodology of social sciences and into modern social theories.


