	subject title
	Political Science with Economic Methods

	course numbers within the curriculum 
	TT4

	prerequisites
	Rational choice theory;
Game theory (recommended)
	credit
	4

	subject supervisor
	Ágnes Erdélyi

	instructor(s)
	Ágnes Erdélyi, Loránd Ambrus

	brief description of the material to be covered: 
This course presents the outlines of a political theory that strives to employ economic methods, and if possible, only economic methods. We will cover the following topics:

- Why the economic method in political science? 

- Public goods as a core problem

- The motivation of political actors as a core problem

- Democratic politics as a special market

- How the issue of constitutional choice  emerges within the doctrine

- Accounting for political phenomena, typical and singular

	required/recommended reading (lecture notes, textbook); list of 3-5 central readings:
Excerpts from:

Anthony Downs: Economic Theory of Democracy, Harper Collins, 1957.
James Buchanan-Gordon Tullock: The Calculus of Consent, U Michigan Press, 1962.
David B. Johnson: Public Choice, Mountainview, 1991.
Peter Ordeshook: A Political Theory Primer, Routledge, 1992.


	skills, abilities learned: 
The course presents one of the most influential social theories of the day—and due to the peculiarities and the forcefulness of the theory, invites the application of previously acquired knowledge about the main problems in the philosophy of social science.



