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American Philosophy

Institute of Philosophy, ELTE, Budapest 

Dr. Les Muray

Fall, 2006
Kurzus helye és időpontja: MUK I/-106 hétfő 09:30-11
E-mail:  lmuray@curry.edu
It is widely recognized throughout the world today that American philosophy is rather distinctive, with some very original features in the history of philosophy. This course deals with some of these distinctive features, such as its critical realism, naturalism, its non-anthropocentrism, its pragmatism, its emphasis on freedom, and its relational view of the self. We shall look at the roots of Classical American philosophy from Puritanism, the Enlightenment and Romanticism, and follow its development down to today. Representative thinkers that we shall study include (but not limited to) Emerson, Thoreau, James, Royce, Dewey, Mead (as time allows), W.E.B.DuBois, Addams, Boston Personalism, Whitehead, Bernstein, Rorty, West, and Siegfried. Special sections will deal with the contributions of African-Americans and of women as well as explore affinities with Native American traditions. 
II.  Required Texts
1.     John J. Stuhr, Pragmatism and Classical American Philosophy, 2nd edition.

2.  The Blackwell Guide to American Philosophy.
      3.    William James, Pragmatism and Other Essays.
4.     Debra Morris and Ian Shapiro, John Dewey: The Political Writings
      5.    Handouts.

      Optional :

             Bruce Wilshire, The Primal Roots of American Philosophy (on reserve).

III.  Course requirements and Student Evaluation.

1. A paper 5+ pages in length about some topic pertaining to the course.

2. Class participation. 

Course Outline

(Subject to Weekly Revision)

Week 1: Introduction; the Distinctiveness of American Philosophy; the Puritan Roots:   

               The Enlightenment and Romanticism; New England Transcendentalism; 

               Emerson.

               Readings:  Stuhr, pp. 1-16; Blackwell, Chap.1; Emerson handout.

Week 2: The Distinctiveness of American Philosophy; the Puritan Roots:   

               The Enlightenment and Romanticism; New England Transcendentalism; 

               Emerson.;The Beginnings of Classical American Philosophy; “The      

               Metaphysical Club;”Peirce and “Pragmaticism;” the Community of Inquiry.

               Readings: Blackwell, pp.35-38; Stuhr, pp. 43-54; 77-88; pp. 105-116.

Week 3: The Development of Classical American Philosophy: Peirce (continued) 

               “William James; Pragmatism; Radical Empiricism.

               Readings: Stuhr, pp. 140-150, pp 215-229; Blackwell, pp.101-116; James, pp.   

               286-303.

Week 4: James (continued): Metaphysics; “Pure Experience;” Determinism and  

               Freedom; “the finite God;” Religious Experience.

               Readings: James, Introduction, pp.286-303; pp.219-241; pp.267-285.

Week 5: James (continued); What Is Really Important? 

               Readings: James, pp.7-40; 58-73; pp.88-104..

Week 6  James (continued); What Is Really Important;

               Readings: James, pp.119-132; pp.198-218.

Week 7: Royce: Absolute Idealism; Loyalty; Community.                

                Readings: Stuhr, pp. 244-259;  287-316. 

Week 8:  Royce (continued); Dewey: Organisms and Environments; Scientific Inquiry. 

                The Relational Self; Democracy and the Great Community; Democracy and 

                Education;

                Readings: Stuhr, pp 326-338 pp.431-444; Blackwell, pp.117-134; Political 

                Writings (as assigned)

Week 9: Dewey (continued)  

               Readings: Stuhr, pp. 460-471; pp. 504-517; 518-530; Dewey, pp. 32-47.
 Week 10: Dewey (continued) Mead: the “Social Self;” Jane Addams; Feminism and 

                  Classical American Philosophy.

                  Readings: Dewey, pp. 81-88; 133-141; 205-209; 230-239.
Week 11: Dewey (continued); Jane Addams; Feminism and Classical American  

                 Philosophy;African-American Philosophy; W.E.B. DuBois and The Soul of      

                 Black Folks; Boston Personalism.

                 Readings: Stuhr, pp.625-631; pp. 667-670; Blackwell, pp.186-209.

Week 12: Whitehead and the Philosophy of Organism; “Substance” 

                  vs. “Events;” Metaphysics; Epistemology.

                  Readings: Handouts; Blackwell, pp. 210-225.

Week 13: Whitehead and the Philosophy of Organism; “Substance” 

                  vs. “Events;” Metaphysics; Epistemology ; the Individual-in-     

                  Community; Freedom; Implications for Environmental Ethics; Hartshorne;  

                  The Theodicy Problem.

                  Readings: Handout; Blackwell, pp. 210-225.
Week 14: Whitehead and the Philosophy of Organism; “Substance” 

                  vs. “Events;” Metaphysics; Epistemology ; the Individual-in-     

                  Community; Freedom; Implications for Environmental Ethics; Hartshorne;  

                  The Theodicy Problem;

                  Recent Developments: Bernstein and Rorty; African-American Contributions:

                  Cornel West.African-American Contributions: Cornel West; Feminist 

                  Contributions:   Charlene Siegfried; Developments in Philosophy and 

                  Feminism; Environmental Philosophy and the American Philosophical    

                  Tradition.

                  Readings: Blackwell, pp. 287-364.

Week 15: Recent Developments: Bernstein and Rorty; African-American Contributions:

                  Cornel West.African-American Contributions: Cornel West; Feminist 

                  Contributions:   Charlene Siegfried; Developments in Philosophy and 

                  Feminism; Environmental Philosophy and the American Philosophical    

                  Tradition.

                  Conclusion.

                  Readings: Blackwell, pp. 287-364
