	Course code: BBN-FIL-101.27

	Course title:  The Philosophy of Politics

	Intructor: Szabolcs Pogonyi (pogonyiszabolcs@gmail.com)

	Location and time: Thursday, 10.00 – 11.30, MUK 4/i  221

	Office hours: Tuesday, 11.30 – 13.30 MUK 4/i 104


	Course Description

The course is intended to give students a basic understanding of core concepts of political theory and political philosophy. The course will introduce students into the normative analyses of political issues. It considers the how normative frameworks offer answers to particular political problems, and the ways political philosophy contributes to a broader conversation about human goods and needs, justice, democracy, and the proper relationship of the individual to the state. The core will discuss the role of normative theory in political practice, ethical aspects of policy making, the meaning and scope of rights.

The first lectures (class 1-5) will familiarize students with some key concepts in political theory. The second part (class 6-9) will discuss main ideologies. The last lectures will demonstrate how normative frameworks can be applied in practice.

The readings are primarily major texts in the history of political thought raising questions about the design of the political and social order. The lectures draw upon both historical and current examples of public policy problems to augment the mostly theoretical readings.

Requirements: Oral examination

Class 1. Introduction

What is political theory about?

Class 2. State and obligation

Why do we need states?

The source of obligations

What are the limits of obligation?

Class 3. Freedom

Negative and positive freedom

Class 4. Equality

Equality of what?

Is social justice just?

Class 5. Democracy

Class 6. Political Ideologies

Political compasses

Class 7. Liberalism

Class 8. Conservatism

Class 9. Socialism

Class 10. Tolerance and neutrality

Should the state be neutral?

What are the limits of tolerance?

Class 11. Justice in extreme circumstances

Are there just wars?

Can torture be justified?

Class 12. Positive discrimination

Can discrimination be positive?

Do we need positive discrimination?



	A kurzushoz tartozó kötelező irodalom: TBA



	A kurzushoz tartozó ajánlott irodalom: TBA



